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YOUR RESERVATION IS COMPLETE 
Pastor Jim Dunn 

 

 

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 

Believers Who Have Died 
13 Brothers and sisters, we do not want you to be uninformed about those who sleep in 

death, so that you do not grieve like the rest of mankind, who have no hope. 14 For we 

believe that Jesus died and rose again, and so we believe that God will bring with 

Jesus those who have fallen asleep in him. 15 According to the Lord’s word, we tell you 

that we who are still alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will certainly not 

precede those who have fallen asleep. 16 For the Lord himself will come down from 

heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet 

call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 After that, we who are still alive and 

are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. 

And so we will be with the Lord forever. 18 Therefore encourage one another with these 

words. 

 

 

In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, Amen. 

 

A man was in the Midway Airport in Chicago, and his flight home to Kansas City had 

just been canceled. The next flight to Kansas City was already full. If he missed that 

flight, he would be stuck in Chicago for the night. His effort to get home for the 

holidays would be delayed. He went up to the agent at the gate and began to ask 

for assistance. “Please get me home. Anything with wings will do: a 747, a twin-engine, 

a crop duster, a hang glider, a kite.” He poured on all of his charm and wittiness only 

to hear the agent say, “You’re on the standby list.” Oh no! The dreaded standby list!  
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Once you’re on the standby list, you have no peace and there’s no way to relax. 

Every airport announcement and every time a person is called up to the gate brings 

on another Pepcid AC moment. Oh, to be numbered with those who have 

reservations!  Oh, to be holding a boarding pass! Oh, to have your own departure time 

and to know which boarding section you’re in: A, B, or C! People with boarding passes 

have peace. People with boarding passes read magazines, or they doze off to sleep. 

 

That’s the good news Paul has for us in 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18. When Paul speaks of 

the return of Christ, he can speak of death as dozing off to sleep. “Brothers, we don’t 

want you to be ignorant about those who have fallen asleep… God will bring with 

Jesus those who have fallen asleep in Him…. According to the Lord’s own Word, we 

tell you that we who are still alive, who are left till the coming of the Lord, will certainly 

not precede those who have fallen asleep.”  

 

In other words, those of us who are still alive when Jesus returns will not be taken up 

only to leave behind those who are still in their graves. That’s what the Thessalonian 

Christians were worried about. They weren’t so concerned about their own departure. 

They were concerned about their loved ones who had died in the Lord. So, Paul’s 

response to their concern was to speak of Christians who die as having fallen asleep. 

That’s how Jesus had described the daughter of the synagogue ruler, Jairus.  

 

That’s how Luke describes Stephen when he is stoned to death. That’s what Paul had 

taught the Corinthians. He repeats that teaching here, using the word “asleep” three 

times in these 6 verses. When you die in Christ, you fall asleep. When you die, are you 

immediately resurrected? No. Our body stays here on earth, as though asleep, while 

our spirit goes to be with the Lord. But when Christ comes He will wake the dead with a 

loud command, with the voice of the archangel, and the trumpet call of God. It’s 

going to be quite a wake up call. Those who sleep in the dust of the earth, as the 

prophet Daniel puts it, will awake!  Daniel says (Daniel 12:2) they will be raised, with 

transformed bodies. Meaning what? If you die in the Lord, you die in peace, because 

your reservation is complete. You have your boarding pass.  
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You will be resurrected… from the grave.  

 

Aristotle called the grave, “The end of everything.” French philosopher Jean-Paul 

Sartre wrote, “Death removes all meaning from life.” Another French philosopher, 

Francois Rabelais, made these his last words: “I am going to the great Perhaps.”  

 

Jesus said, “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in Me will live, even 

though he dies.” The third day after Jesus died to take away our sins, the Father raised 

Him from the grave. So Paul writes to the Thessalonians: “And the dead in Christ will 

rise...”  Because their reservation is complete. They have their boarding pass. They will 

be raptured. “ 

 

After that,” Paul says, “after the dead rise first, we who are still alive and are left will be 

caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air.” Caught up.  

 

The Greek word translated as caught up is the word arpagesometha. In the Latin Bible, 

arpagesometha was translated as rapiemur. From rapiemur comes our English word 

rapture.” So, the idea of the rapture is in the Bible here in 1 Thessalonians 4:17. The 

problem with most teaching about the rapture is when people say it will happen 

before Judgment Day. Because here in 1 Thessalonians 4:17, it says the rapture will 

happen on Judgment Day. They are the same event. The rapture and Judgment Day, 

the rapture and the Last Day will happen simultaneously. So, there’s nothing about the 

rapture for us to be worried about. You are in relationship with Jesus Christ through the 

faith He has given you. You are in Christ, so, you are ready for the rapture. Your 

reservation is complete. You have your boarding pass. 

 

You will be reunited with your loved ones. As Paul says here in 4:17, “So we will be with 

the Lord forever.” How many of you have been to a reunion, high school or family? 

Reunions are a wonderful opportunity to see friends or loved ones you haven’t seen in 

a long time. But can you imagine this reunion that Paul describes here in 1 

Thessalonians 4? Can you imagine what it will be like when we are caught up together 

in the air with loved ones we haven’t seen in a long time, and we will be with the Lord 

forever?  
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This experience will top every reunion, will top everything that we’ve experienced. It 

doesn’t matter what you’ve done or where you’ve been, this reunion will top all of it. It 

will top going to Alaska. It will top going to the Holy Land. That means that whatever 

dark days you go through, you have something to look forward to, something that no 

one can take from you, a seat from which you cannot be bumped. God’s grace in 

Christ, this grace in which you stand, says to you that your reservation is complete. You 

have your boarding pass.  

 

How will we respond to that? Well, in the words of 1 Thessalonians 4:18, “Therefore, 

encourage each other with these words.”    

 

 Amen 


